
 
 

 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Dear Afterschool Colleagues and Friends, 
 
Please join me in congratulating the Afterschool Leadership Circle’s Joseph Morra, who recently co-
authored an article which appears in the Fall 2016 issue of Afterschool Matters. Check out the Research 
and News section below for the link! 
 
I am also excited to announce that registration is now open for the January 13 Afterschool Mini-Conference, 
sponsored by the Afterschool Leadership Circle (ALC) and Rhode Island College. The theme of the mini-
conference is planning for the summer. The event, as in past years, will take place at Rhode Island College, 
but in a slightly new venue: the Faculty Dining Center located in the Donovan Dining Center. 
 
The morning will begin with a keynote led by Maryclaire Knight, who will focus on ways to engage 
disengaged youth. Following the keynote, the event will feature five different workshops that will cover 
various aspects of creating a high-quality, engaging summer learning program.  
 
There are a maximum number of seats available at the mini-conference, so we recommend registering 
early to secure your spot. Please use this link to access the registration page. The event’s agenda, workshop 
titles and descriptions, and other pertinent information are located there. The deadline for registration is 
Tuesday, January 10. Please note that no on-site registrations will be accepted. 
 
We are excited about this mini-conference, as we believe it is crucial to plan as early as possible in order to 
offer a dynamic summer experience for all youth in your program. If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out! 
 
Happy Holidays, 
Elana Rosenberg 
 
 

 
 
 

https://uwriweb.org/Common/UserRegistrationSER.jsp?EventKeyHex=33363733


RESEARCH & NEWS  
Have something to share? Email Elana.Rosenberg@uwri.org to have your news included in BRIDGES! 

 
Creating Holistic Partnerships Between School and Afterschool 
Interviews with school and afterschool leaders and front-line staff reveal both disconnections and 
opportunities for fuller communication between schools and afterschool. Authors Kenneth Anthony and 
Joseph Morra discuss their findings in “Creating Holistic Partnerships Between School and Afterschool.” 
 
Their article appears in the Fall 2016 issue of Afterschool Matters, a peer-reviewed journal dedicated to 
promoting professionalism, scholarship and consciousness in the field of afterschool education. Read their 
article here.  
 
 
Growing Computer Science Education in Afterschool: Opportunities and Challenges 
In celebration of Computer Science Education Week, the Afterschool Alliance is pleased to release its new 
report, “Growing Computer Science Education in Afterschool: Opportunities and Challenges.” 
 
A diverse group of stakeholders—including educators, business and industry, policy makers, and parents—
agree that computer science education is vital for kids to become the creators and innovators for the next 
generation, making technology work for them and designing solutions for their communities. 
 
The Afterschool Alliance asked the afterschool field what they thought about computer science education—
and responses showed overwhelming interest! Almost 60 percent of respondents currently offer computer 
science to their students, or had offered it in the past. Despite this strong interest, afterschool providers 
indicated some big challenges to offering computer science to their students, especially finding qualified 
educators to teach it, securing funding, and accessing necessary technology. 
 
In the full report, the Afterschool Alliance puts forth additional key statistics and recommendations to help 
address these challenges.  
 
The hope of the Afterschool Alliance is that its findings will help K-12 computer science education 
stakeholders support the growth of quality, sustainable computing education within the afterschool field. 
You can download the full report here.  
 
 

RESOURCES 
 
Joy Maker Challenge 
Right now, generationOn, the youth division of Points of Light, is engaging youth from across the country in 
the Joy Maker Challenge. This program lets kids and teens involved in meaningful, hands-on service 
learning during the holiday season, helping them develop empathy and compassion for other. For each kid 
or teen who engages in service, Hasbro, Inc. will donate a toy or game to Toys for Tots, up to $1 million 
dollars worth! This means that each act of kindness or volunteer service will have TWICE the impact! 
 
Youth, teachers, parents or youth development professionals can visit www.generationOn.org/joymaker to 
sign up and access project guides, lesson plans and more, and then share their story for a chance to win 
grants to support further service. Best of all, any service project counts!  
 
To share this information with your network and help youth give back this holiday season, please use 
generationOn’s Joy Maker Challenge communications toolkit and flyer.   
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SPOTLIGHT ON ADVOCACY 
 

Local Youth Featured in Nellie Mae Education Foundation Publication 
Powerful Leaders: Reflections on Student Voice 
Young Voices, a Providence-based youth organizing group, trains young people to become powerful leaders 
who work with local and state policymakers to improve the education system. Aidan Donahue, a senior in 
Providence, reflects on how his time with Young Voices transformed his high school experience.  
 
 

College Board to Offer More Accommodations for Students with Disabilities, ELLs 
The College Board recently announced that it will make it easier for students with disabilities to request test 
accommodations, and that it would provide, for the first time, testing supports to some English-language 
learners who take the SAT. 
 

The College Board and its competitor, ACT, Inc., have increasingly faced criticism—and questions from the 
U.S. Department of Justice—for testing practices that put students with disabilities at a disadvantage 
compared to students without disabilities. Read the full blog by clicking here. 
 

 

FUNDING & PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

L’Oreal-UNESCO for Women in Science Makes Annual Grants Available 
Application Deadline: February 3, 2017 
The L’Oreal-UNESCO for Women in Science program recognizes and rewards the contributions women 
make in STEM fields and identifies exceptional women researchers committed to serving as role models for 
younger generations. Since the program began in 1998, more than 2,250 women scientists in over 110 
countries have been recognized. 
 

In the U.S., the L’Oreal USA for Women in Science Fellowship Program awards five post/doctoral women 
scientists annually with grants of $60,000 each. Applicants are selected from a variety of fields, including 
the life and physical/materials sciences, technology (including computer science), engineering, and 
mathematics. 
 

L’Oreal USA for Women in Science invites you to collaborate with them and spread the word in your 
community about this special fellowship program for exceptional post/doctoral researchers who are also 
committed to serving as role models for the next generation of girls in STEM. 
  
Those interested in applying for the L’Oreal USA for Women in Science program may find additional 
information, including frequently asked questions and an application, online. The deadline to apply is 
Friday, February 3, 2017. Should you have any questions or require additional information, please email 
RPacifico@us.loreal.com.  
 
Providence Public Schools Releases Summer Learning RFP 
Application Deadline: January 9, 2017 
The City of Providence and Providence Public School District (PPSD) are seeking proposals from experienced 
summer learning providers to expand high-quality, enriching summer learning opportunities for PPSD 
students.   This request for proposal (RFP) focuses on summer learning programs that will serve PPSD 
students entering grades K-8 and be implemented in the summer 2017.   
The goal of these programs is to mitigate summer learning loss and accelerate year-round learning among 
students through innovative and evidence-informed summer learning program models.  Bids must be 

submitted by 2:15pm, January 9, 2017.  RFP available here: http://www.providenceri.com/efile/6838  
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Ocean State Innovate Event 
Calling on community leaders, community members and students of Rhode Island: On March 11 & 12, 

Brown University will be hosting Ocean State Innovate, an event that unites people from diverse 

background who have deep passion and commitment to our state, to break down silos and create truly 

profound solutions to pressing issues that face our communities. Ocean State Innovate is being organized in 

partnership with Commerce RI, RI Office of Innovation, City of Providence, RI Foundation, United Way of 

Rhode Island and will be facilitated by the Medici Group. The event will focus on 3 key issues: Smart 

Government, Housing Affordability Design, and Transportation for Working Families. For more information 

and to apply to participate, please visit https://oceanstateinnovate.splashthat.com 

 
 
STEM Resources and Reading 
 
 
Addressing the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology 
STEM Next Director Ron Ottinger was fortunate to be invited to address the President’s Council of Advisors 
on Science and Technology (PCAST) in Washington, DC on November 17. Ron’s address was an opportunity 
to reflect on the PCAST report, Prepare and Inspire: K-12 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) Education for America’s Future, and how it has inspired a commitment to ensuring that all young 
people have opportunities to develop the STEM skills and capacities that are foundational to education, 
career, civic participation, and economic prosperity. Read Ron Ottinger’s full story by clicking here. 
 
 
 
STEM Component that Combines Robotics, Coding, and Curriculum into One Solution 
ROBOTERRA offers schools worldwide robotics educational solutions that make it simple for teachers with 
or without an engineering background to teach programming and robotics. 
 
Through ROBOTERRA’s Origin Kit hardware set and CastleRockTM online learning platform, students can 
construct their robots and bring them to life. The Origin Kit includes all the components needed to build 
exciting and visually-appealing robots, including 
the RoboCore controller board, sensors and 
actuators, anodized aluminum metal parts, and 
easy-to-use tools; while the CastleRockTM 
software guides students through tutorials to 
teach them how to code through a simple and 
gamified approach.  
 
Learn more about the ROBOTERRA Origin Kit 
here, and learn more about the world’s first 
robotics online learning platform here.  
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Basic Rights in Special Education 
Wednesday, December 28: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Rhode Island Parent Information Network: 1210 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston 
Registration Link 
Navigating special education and related services for children with disabilities is the focus of this workshop. 
Participants will receive an overview of parent’s rights, responsibilities and will learn the laws that affect 
special education in Rhode Island. 
 
 
 
Summer Learning Mini-Conference 
Friday, January 13, 2017: 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Rhode Island College: 600 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Providence 
Registration Link 
 
This mini-conference will begin with a keynote before attendees head into workshops with a focus on the 
importance of planning for your summer learning program—starting in the winter! Workshop topics 
include: 
 

 

 Workshop 1: Tips, Tricks, and Transitions for a Smooth Summer Program 
You've compiled your resources, taken notes on best practices, but now what? Attend this 
workshop and spend some time practicing tried and true approaches to successfully managing 
youth (and adults) during summer programs. Discuss the difficulty of transitions and how to 
improve them; learn about the importance of community building; and most importantly, how 
to have fun while balancing all of it!  

 
 

 Workshop 2: Eagle Eye and Fire-keeper: Expanding Awareness through Play  
Whether deep in the woods of Rhode Island or in the busy center of Providence—with 
intentional instruction—children and youth can grow their understanding of the natural world 
while deepening their awareness of their surroundings. During this workshop, the presenter 
will feature discussions about how to integrate environmental education into your program, 
regardless of location. Participants will also try out a number of awareness activities, games, 
and challenges that will help youth learn to see, hear, and be able to better experience the 
natural world. From public parks in Providence to tide pools on the coast, there's plenty to 
experience—if you just open your eyes!  

 
 

http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/ripin_workshops/Workshops/15431299
https://uwriweb.org/SummerLearningMiniConference


 Workshop 3: The Brain’s Role in Youth Voice and Planning 
In this workshop, participants will learn how children’s developmental levels affect the way 
they share their thoughts, collaborate with others, and give input into choosing and planning 
activities. Participants will discuss planning activities appropriate to a variety of age groups and 
how to structure opportunities for youth input, voice, and choice at all developmental levels. 
Additionally, participants will explore how planning with children enhances brain development 
and provides young people with multiple opportunities to explore and apply 21st century 
essential skills. 

 
 

 Workshop 4: Weaving in the Words: Opportunities for Literacy Experiences Throughout the Day 
Summertime is a great time to explore unusual and engaging literacy experiences in a variety of 
places. Literacy development comes, not just from reading books, but from engaging in 
enriching activities, spending time with family, and exploring the world around us. In this 
workshop, participants will delve into ways to find, create, and explore literacy experiences in 
familiar ways—and in ways you mind not expect! Come ready to learn and share as we prepare 
for a sensational summer. 

 
 

 Workshop 5: Service Learning: Fun Projects to Help Students Become Engaged in their 
Community 

During this session, participants will learn the importance of engaged citizens and how to 
“hook” youth early to serve their community. Blackstone Academy has been doing year-round 
service learning for more than a decade; come learn what works! 

 
 
 
 
Youth Work Methods Mini-Conference 
Tuesday, March 7, 2017: 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Rhode Island College: 600 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Providence 
Registration Will be Available Soon! 
This mini-conference will focus on the key aspects of high-quality afterschool programming. Topics will 
include conflict resolution, creating youth advisory boards, planning and reflection, and other topics. 
 
 
ALC Membership Meeting with a Focus on Advocacy 
Thursday, March 30, 2017: 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
United Way of Rhode Island: 50 Valley Street, Providence 
Registration Will be Available Soon! 
This session will be the second of two follow-up sessions to the October Lights On Afterschool Mini-
Conference. During the session, participants will learn more skills to add to their advocacy “backpack,” in 
preparation for a trip to the Rhode Island State House during the legislative session. ALC members, 
including all levels of member organization staff and volunteers, are welcome at no cost and are 
encouraged to bring a guest attendee. Please provide your guest’s information when prompted. 
 

 
If you are having trouble with any links, please contact Elana Rosenberg at 

elana.rosenberg@uwri.org or (401) 444-0658. 
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Interested in Joining the ALC?   
 
 The Afterschool Leadership Circle (formerly RIASPA) at United Way of Rhode Island is a statewide coalition 
of Rhode Islanders who support quality afterschool and summer learning opportunities for young people. 
The ALC is one of 50 Statewide Afterschool Networks across the country, supported by the Charles Stewart 
Mott Foundation. 
 
 ALC members come together to: 
 

 Work to make sure all Rhode Island children have access to quality afterschool and summer 
learning programs; 

 Encourage schools and communities to work together so that all kids have their social, emotional, 
health, and academic needs met; 

 Raise awareness about the importance of out-of-school time learning; and 

 Work with local and state officials to implement policies that expand access to quality afterschool 
and summer programs in Rhode Island. 

 
In addition to afterschool professionals at all stages of their careers, ALC members and partners include 
state policymakers and local leaders in education, youth development, juvenile justice, childcare, health, 
and workforce development. ALC is open to anyone who cares about ensuring Rhode Island youth have 
access to quality afterschool and summer programs. 
 
ALC Membership is structured to be accessible to everyone! Memberships exist at multiple levels based on 
organization size, including an individual membership for those who would prefer to join on their own. ALC 
members benefit from discounted and free professional development opportunities, have input on our 
policy platform, gain access to volunteers from United Way of Rhode Island’s corporate partners with 
coordination and management support from United Way staff, and more. For more information on 
becoming an ALC member, including a full listing of membership benefits broken down by membership 
level, please click here. We’d love to have you!  
 

https://www.mott.org/work/education/afterschool/
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